CLAIMS 



What is Claimed is: 

1 . A method of enabling a user to access a computer system and activating 
said computer system, comprising the steps of: 

a) capturing biometric data from said user desiring access to said computer 
system having a user verification device in response to initial interaction by said user 
with said user verification device; 

b) verifying identity of said user using said biometric data; and 

c) if verification in said step b) is successful, powering-up said computer 
system to a normal operation mode and granting said user access to said computer 
system. 

2. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said step a) comprises: 
generating an interrupt to alert said computer system that said user desires 

access to said computer system. 

3. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said step b) comprises: 
comparing said biometric data with a reference template representing stored 

biometric data of an authorized user. 
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4. A method as recited in Claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
automatically invoking an application program upon entering said normal 

operation mode. 

5. A method as recited in Claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
capturing new biometric data from said user using said user verification device 

during said normal operation mode according to a programmable schedule; and 

verifying identity of said user using said new biometric data to continue access 
by said user, 

6. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said biometric data is one of a 
thumbprint, a fingerprint, a magnetic characteristic, a color characteristic, a 
temperature characteristic, a geometric characteristic, and a combination thereof of 
said user. 

7. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said user verification device 
comprises a biometric sensor. 

8. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said user initiates said step a) by 
pressing said user verification device. 

9. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said user initiates said step a) by 
swiping said user verification device. 
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10. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said user initiates said step a) by 
touching said user verification device. 

11. A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said user verification device has 
a button-shape. 

12. A computer system comprising: 

a user verification device for capturing biometric data from a user, wherein said 
user initially interacts with said user verification device to gain access to said computer 
system; 

a memory device for storing a reference template representing stored biometric 
data from an authorized user; and 

a processor coupled to said user verification device and to said memory device, 
said processor operative to receive said biometric data and to compare said biometric 
data with said reference template, wherein if a match is determined, said computer 
system is powered-up from an inactive mode to a normal operation mode and said 
user is granted access to said computer system. 

13. A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wherein an application 
program stored in said memory device is automatically invoked upon entering said 
normal operation mode. 
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14. A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wherein said user is prompted 
to interact with said user verification device during said normal operation mode 
according to a programmable schedule so that new biometric data can be captured by 
said user verification device and processed by said processor to continue access by 
5 said user. 



15. A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wherein said biometric data is 
one of a thumbprint, a fingerprint, a magnetic characteristic, a color characteristic, a 

13 temperature characteristic, a geometric characteristic, and a combination thereof of 
'to said user. 

IP 

16. A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wherein said user verification 
□ device comprises a biometric sensor. 

jfs 17. A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wherein said user interacts 

with said user verification device by pressing said user verification device. 



18. A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wherein said user interacts 
with said user verification device by swiping said user verification device. 

20 

19. A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wherein said user interacts 
with said user verification device by touching said user verification device. 
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20. A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wlierein said user verification 
device has a button-shape. 

21 . A computer system as recited in Claim 12 wherein said computer system 
comprises a personal digital assistant. 
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